Today's youths are exposed to various social challenges, including domestic and global intimidations, and they are easily involved in social problems and immoral activities.
to non-Malays while the non-Malays believe that the special right is an indicator of discrimination (Lee, 2000; Haque, 2003) . Hence, this is the reason why 'special right' issues became one of the most sensitive matters among ethnic relations until today. Peh (1986) indicates that the Malaysian multiethnic society still has limited consensus on values or a lacking in a collective value systems in the society. The main feature lies rather prominently in ethnic relations, discrimination based on skin color, cultures and religions.
These scenarios gave negative impacts on the Malaysian national integration and unity which is not based on the mutual respect principles and salutations of diversity (Embong, 2006) . Malaysians. In fact, the Malaysian government has highlighted the importance of the younger generation as a national asset who will develop the nation in the near future (Samsudin & Pawanteh, 2009 ). The government recognizes the need to utilize the potential of youth groups (Rashila, 2005) in order to realize the formation of Bangsa Malaysia (Malaysian nation) and to achieve the status of a fully developed country by the year 2020. The progress shows the government's concern for the younger generation to be the future of Malaysia.
In Malaysia, there are about 14.33 million youths who are aged between 15 to 40 years in 2015 (Rurallink Kementerian Pembangunan Luar Bandar, 2018) and this population is estimated to be steadily increasing from year to year. Due to the needs with strong and wellprepared generations of youth, the Malaysian government has commenced a multidimensional approach to the development of youth (Rashila, 2005) and gives special attention to the efforts to inculcate civic awareness especially in the spirit of patriotism and nationalism with love for and devotion to the country (Hussain, 2005) , enhancement in the spirit of unity among the multi-racial communities, education in tolerance, instilling the spirit of caring and volunteerism, and developing positive characteristics among the generation of youths.
Unfortunately, the current phenomenon of social problems among youth groups in Malaysia show an increase every year (Mohamed, 2002) which indicates a worrying picture. Thus, the appreciation of the spirit of patriotism to be an important strategy towards the nation-building goals.
Moreover, to neutralize the ethnic conflict the Malaysian government emphasizes on civic awareness or civic consciousness, especially the spirit of patriotism and nationalism, through nation-building campaigns, programs and policies. Nation-building is an approach or action that is taken by the government in an effort to create unity and racial integration, and to secure a sovereign, and independent state (Mustafa, 2002) . Accordingly, Mustafa (2002) refers nation-building to "a process of constructing national identity that can accommodate ethnic pluralism while simultaneously inculcating an overarching sense of nationhood" (p. 101). On top of that, "a new Bangsa Malaysia that is united, dedicated and sovereign should be based on assabiyah spirit or high spirit of friendship (refer to Ibnu Khaldun) and love without feeling the differences in terms of races, descendants and skin colors" (Jamil, 2005, p. 29) . He emphasized that the application of civic awareness, especially through the spirit of patriotism and nationalism amongst all citizens especially the youths can be cooperated, and be obedient to the country because a successful country depends on a harmonious environment among its people.
Civic Education Approach
The term 'civic education' has been illustrated in various opinions by researchers which carry broad meanings. Civic education is also called citizenship education and democratic education (Brahm, 2006) ; political education, moral education, political literacy, political indoctrination, and nationalistic education are used alternately (Thomas, 2005) in educational areas to explain the approach or effort in inculcating "patriotic pride and critical democratic patriotism" (Brahm, 2006, p. 3) . The most acceptable terms for civic education are described by Print (as cited in Barone, 2002) where the emphasis is on learning about people's responsibilities and rights, the rule of law, the government, the constitutions and the institutions. Hence, the civic concept is related to the notion of nation-state, citizen and citizenship. According to Antal and Easton (2009) , in schools, the 'civics' curriculum has been given special attention, and teaches the academic concept of authority and the institution in comparative studies whereas Djerasimovic (2018) emphasized the civic education concept based on supranational citizenship and peace education programs. In addition, Claes, Hooghe, and Stolle (2009) , note that in schools, civic education is an instrument to promote social integration and to solve social problems. This opinion is related to the progressive perspectives of civic education that is highlighted by Parker who stresses that civic education involves public issues in discussion and "a focus on problem solving and community action" (as cited in Barone, 2002, p. 2) . In addition, civic education can be considered as conscious social reproduction (Guttman & The respondents' civic education level is categorized into four stages, namely, high, moderately high, moderately low and low level. This study has found that the civic education among youths, which is patterned by national interest, has been cultivated within them. Basically, there are three dimensions of civic education measurement, namely civic knowledge, civic skills and civic disposition, and the display of positive developments. As the three dimensions are found at a high level of intensity, this study discloses that the civility element has been practiced among the respondents and this scenario shows that they possessed a high level of civic awareness (Ismail & Mohd Noor, 2013 ). This development remains as one of the main factors that determine the sustainability of the well-being and harmonious multiethnic community in Malaysia. This can also be the reason why the Malaysian youth does not show any form of ethnic conflicts openly.
Consequently, this study debunks the claims by Embong (2006) who has described the younger generation today as less patriotic, closed minded and less tolerant in their everyday life.
Specifically, the level of civic knowledge of the Malay and Chinese respondents are found to be high i.e. more than 80%: in matters concerning government affairs and national administration, national identity, federal constitution, democratic principles and international relations. Meanwhile, Table 3 shows that the respondents' level of civic knowledge on the development of national history and current issues are found to be moderately high. These high levels of civic knowledge directly affect the pattern of civic skills and individual civic tendencies (Galston, 2004) . relations. This development has become one of the better factors of fostering civic education and the best foundation in the process of building Malaysian nation.
The findings support the study which shows that the Malaysian education system has successfully and effectively instilled civic education in the students. This education system uses a model that emphasizes and nurtures the basic norms and values of the local communities that can bind each individuals (Barone, 2002) . Thus, the civic education approach in Malaysia has succeeded in collaborating the values of society into the majority of youth regardless of With the implementation of the civic education approach, the dream of a Malaysian nation is almost constructed. There exists a new generation who shares the experience of living together in various aspects of life so much so that they began to regard themselves as 'Malaysian children' and accept the idea of Bangsa Malaysia (Embong, 2006) . The accepted nation of Malaysia is in the form of a nation-state which binded all the indigenous multi-ethnic communities as a whole population. Each minority ethnic groups that exists in Malaysia has a relatively significant to the majority groups through an integration of orientation across ethnic groups (Mohd Noor & Baharuddin, 2005) . They are integrated through various structures that are inherent in society such as socio-cultural, economic and political structures. The concept of nation-state is acceptable as every ethnic group is given the rights and freedom to maintain its respective ethnic identity. At the same time, there are some core elements in shared societies that form a stronger national bond.
CONCLUSION
The civic education that is implemented through educational institutions starts since the primary and secondary schools as well as in higher level institutions shows a fairly positive progress in the development of civility elements within an individual. This is proven through research findings that youths have high levels of civic education intensity. This finding illustrates that the elements of civility have been embodied in their identities: they have high civic consciousness and understand the importance of living in a society. This development has opened a wider space of interaction and integration within the Malaysian multiethnic society.
They have shown willingness to work with the others, to be tolerant, to make good and bad judgments as well as have the consciousness to engage in community activities. This development will generate a sense of togetherness in a society that will ultimately strengthen the process of Malaysian nation's development. In this context, civic education approach is one of mechanisms in achieving goals of nation building in Malaysia. Moreover, the civic education approach fulfills the processes for the formation of nation building which has been implemented by the Malaysian government since independence. This study has successfully proven that the civic education was the effective approach in educating civic consciousness through civic knowledge, civic skills and civic disposition. Thus, the government should maintain the civic education approach as one of the efforts to recognize the nation building goals.
The overall findings show a high level of civic education intensity among the youths who are to be a major factor in the formation of a united nation-state in Malaysia. However, the results only represent a small number of the community who are pursuing studies in higher institutions. The results do not represent the demographic of youths outside the higher institution or the population as a whole. Thus, a future comprehensive study should be conducted among the youths who are not exposed to the university environment in order to cover the full description of all youths in Malaysia. The study on civic education approach in Malaysia is important as the foundation for unity and the construction of a dreamed nationstate. The process of building the indigenous nation-state involves the society as a whole from all social status and not only focusses on youths. Nonetheless, these highly educated youths can be the catalyst for the future of the country as well as the foundation for unity and the construction of a dreamed nation-state. 
